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Joint Service Agreement will benefit veterans, save taxpayer dollars

Pictured left to right are William Rodriguez, Suffolk County Veterans  Service Officer; Tom Ronayne,
 Director of Suffolk County Veteran Services; Supervisor Ed Romaine; Timothy Strobel, Program

 Coordinator PFC J. Dwyer Veterans  PTSD Peer to Peer Program and Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone.
Farmingville, NY - O n A pril 29 , Brookhaven Town Supervisor Ed Romaine and Suffolk C ounty Executive Steve Bellone
held a press  conference at Town Hall to announce a Joint Service A greement to fac ilitate access  to counseling and
ass is tance  services  for eligible  veterans , their spouses , dependents  and survivors . The  agreement, which ass igns
one acc redited V eterans  Service O fficer ("V SO ") from the C ounty's  V eterans  Service A gency to provide services  at
Town Hall or other des ignated Town fac ilities , will  vas tly improve services  and save taxpayer dollars . The ass igned
V SO  will  be  determined  by  the  C ounty  and  have  c redentials  that  lawfully  permit  them to  take  P ower of A ttorney
(PO A ) and represent veterans . C urrently, the Town of Brookhaven does  not provide such services .

Supervisor Romaine said, "I  thank the C ounty Executive and Tom Ronayne for their help in moving this  agreement
along. O ur intention is  for the Town to provide the bes t service to veterans  and their families . They deserve nothing
less  for the sac rifices  they have made to protec t our freedom. The benefit of this  agreement is  that services  will  be
improved and expanded, while at the same time saving taxpayer dollars ."

"This  partnership  will  help  provide  improved  services  to  veterans  and  save  taxpayer  dollars ,"  Suffolk  C ounty
Executive Steve Bellone said. "I  commend Supervisor Romaine for working alongs ide me to take this  important firs t
s tep towards  shared services ."

C ounc ilwoman Kathleen Walsh, Town Board liaison to the Divis ion of V eterans  Services  said, "I  am happy to support
anything we can do to improve the quality of life for the brave men and women who have proudly served this  country.
O ur veterans  have earned the right to expec t that their government, no matter what level, will  provide the essential
services  they need and we should always  be there for them."

Tom Ronayne, Direc tor of Suffolk  C ounty V eteran Services  said, "A s  A cc redited V eterans  Service O fficers , Suffolk



C ounty V SO 's  also possess  the ability to communicate direc tly with the US Department of V eterans  A ffairs  to track
and refine veteran's  applications . Suffolk  C ounty, as  the larges t and bus ies t V eterans  Service A gency in NYS  also
brings  a  wealth  of experience  and  regionally  spec ific  knowledge  which  greatly  enhances  the  level  of service  and
provides  a superior level of service to our veterans ."

Joining the Supervisor, the  C ounty  Executive, C ounc ilwoman Walsh and Mr. Ronayne at the press  conference were
William Rodriguez, Suffolk  C ounty  V eterans  Service  O fficer; representatives  from the  A merican  Legion, V FW, US
V eterans  Motor C yc le C lub, Suffolk C ounty United V eterans , United V eterans  Beacon House and team members  from
the Joseph P . Dwyer V eterans  P TSD P eer to P eer program.

The veteran's  services  provided by the agreement will inc lude:

• A ss is tance to determine qualification for any V eterans ' A ffairs  ("V A ") benefits

• Identification and ass is tance with the preparation and submiss ion of benefits  applications  for interes ted veterans  in
the community, inc luding P ens ion, C ompensation, A id and A ttendance (A &A ) or other benefits

•  A ss is tance  to  veterans  who  have  ques tions  regarding  benefits , applications , various  V A  forms, eligibility  and
payment is sues

• A nswering ques tions  and/or providing relevant information to res idents  and families  regarding V A  related topics

• A ss is tance to veterans  in the community in responding to V A  related inquires

• T racking applications  and reporting updates  to fac ilities  and res idents /family members  as  necessary

For more information, please call 451-TO WN (8696) or vis it www.brookhaven.org.
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